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On the cover: Kevin Jackson proved in his first 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE year at Alabama that he could make big plays, 


ae interceptions, and big hits as a tack- 
ler. Things have taken him awhile, but he has 
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BAMA SCORECARD 


NCAA Appeals Decision 

lt is the nature of the publication schedule 
of BAMA that sometimes we know there is 
going to be a story and there is nothing we 
can do about it. Our deadlines with our 
printer are established long in advance in 
hopes of getting the magazine into the 
hands of our readers as quickly as possible. 

Such is the case with this issue. With a 
deadline of 7:30 a.m. November 27, there 
was no way to have a complete report of The 
University’s appeal of NCAA sanctions. On 
November 16 in Atlanta the NCAA 
Infractions Appeals Committee heard in- 
person reports from The University and 
from the NCAA Infractions Committee re- 
garding Alabama’s appeal. Alabama was 
handed extraordinarily harsh sanctions in 
August based on three violations: Antonio 
Langham signing with an agent and Gene 
Jelks receiving a loan in excess of that al- 
lowed by NCAA rules, both of which were 
uncovered by The University and which 
were agreed to by The University; and a 
third “surprise” charge, that of unethical 
conduct against former Faculty Chairman of 
Athletics Tom Jones, which Alabama ap- 
pealed. The charge against Jones was the 
most damaging as Alabama was deprived of 
a total of 33 football scholarships over three 
years, forced to forfeit eight victories and a 
tie from the 1993 season, and banned from 
post season activity this year. Along with the 
appeal of the charge against Jones, Alabama 
sought to be eligible for a bowl game this 
year and for the third year of probation, and 


the loss of nine scholarships in 1997, to be 
repealed, 

There were reports from The University 
and from the NCAA that the Infractions 
Appeals Comittee had come to a conclusion 
shortly after the Atlanta meeting, and that 
The University would hear that result by 
December 1. Alabama had asked that the 
committee issue a report regarding the bowl 
eligibility by November 27, but the commit- 
lee was unable to meet that timetable. 

Many bowls have already firmed up their 
teams, but if Alabama were to win that as- 
pect of its appeal, it is possible the Crimson 
Tide football team would be invited to one 
of three bowls with Southeastern Confrence 
tie-ups—the Peach Bowl in Adanta December 
30 to play Virginia, the Carquest Bowl in 
Miami's Joe Robbie Stadium on December 
30 to play Syracuse, or the Independence 
Bowl in Shreveport December 29 to play 
Michigan State. 

While the question of bowl eligibility is 
most immediate, it is generally agreed that 
Alabama is more interested in restoration of 
the scholarships in 1997. Alabama is facing 
the prospect of playing the next few years 
with far fewer than the NCAA limit of 85 
scholarshipped players. Next season the 
Crimson Tide is likely to be closer to 70 
than to 85. 

One important aspect of being eligible for 
a bowl is that SEC teams eligible for a bowl 
game (regardless of whether they play in a 
bowl game) share in the combined bowl rey- 
enue, expected this year to be between $1 


1996 Alabama Football Schedule 


The Southeastern Conference has changed the 1996 football schedules, and for the second 
consecutive year the Alabama-Tennessee game will not be on the Third Saturday in October. 
Put that 50-year tradition in the file of “progress.” Alabama's revised schedule has three 
games in Birmingham, three in Tuscaloosa and five on the road. 


Date Opponent 
Bowling Green 
Souther Miss 
Vanderbilt 
Arkansas 


Kentucky 


August 31 
September 7 
September 14 
September 21 


October 5 
October 12 
October 19 
October 26 
November 9 
November 16 
November 23 


Ole Miss 
Tennessee 

LSU 

Mississippi State 
Auburn 


North Carolina State 


Site 
Birmingham 
Birmingham 

Tuscaloosa 
Little Rock 
Tuscaloosa 
Raleigh 
Tuscaloosa 
Knoxville 
Baton Rouge 
Starkville 
Birmingham 


SEC Championship Game 


December 7 TBA 


Atlanta 


million and $2 million per school. It is also 
important because bowl practice time is 
equal to at least a spring training. 


Senior Bowl Picks 

Former Alabama Assistant Coach Steve 
Hale, who is now executive director and 
president of the Delchamps Senior Bowl, 
will be watching about five former Crimson 
Tide players in this year’s game, which will 
be played January 20 in Mobile’s Ladd 
Stadium. 

Wide receiver Toderick Malone, tight end 
Tony Johnson, placekicker Michael Proctor, 
and defensive linemen Shannon Brown and 
Kendrick Burton are expected to play in the 
game, which is coached by National 
Football League coaches. NFL scouts pro- 
vide the input that determines which players 
are invited. 

Tickets for the game are $16 and $8 and 
may be ordered by calling (334) 432-4109. 
The game was a hard sellout last year. 


Tiders In The NBA 

When the National Basketball Association 
opened its season this year there were eight 
former Alabama players on rosters. Alabama 
and Arkansas, which also has eight former 
players in the NBA, are sixth in providing 
talent to the 1995-06 NBA clubs. No other 
Southeastern Conference team was in the 
top 24. 

Former Alabama players on NBA rosters 
include rookies Antonio McDyess with 
Denver and Jason Caffey with Chicago, 
Latrell Sprewell with Golden State, Robert 
Horry with Houston, Keith Askins with 
Miami, David Benoit with Utah, Derrick 
McKey with Indiana and James Robinson 
with Portland. 

North Carolina leads the way with 14 for- 
mer players in the NBA, followed by 
Michigan and UCLA with 10 each and 
Arizona and Georgia Tech with nine each. 


All-Americas 
Alabama distance runners Faizal 

Emamaullee and Jessica Fry earned All- 
America this year as both finished among 
the nation’s top 25 in the NCAA Cross 
Country Championships in Ames, lowa. 

Emamaullee placed 18th in a field of 177 
men in the 10 kilometer race, while Fry was 
24th in a field of 183 women in the five 
kilometer run. 


Tide, Vadden Ranked 
Patrick Vadden, a junior on the Alabama 
golf team, is ranked number 27 in the final 
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fall men's collegiate golf rankings, the same 
spot where Bama’s team is rated following 
fall play, Alabama is idle until the spring sea- 
son when play opens in the Gator 
Intercollegiate in Gainesville, Florida, 
February 20. 

Vadden, who ranks fourth in District Ill 
(South), played in all four of Alabama’s fall 
events. He was one of two Crimson Tide 
golfers (Chip Deason was the other) who 
had all 12 of his rounds count in Bama’s 
team score. Vadden's fall stroke average was 
73.83 (just behind Deason’s 73.58) and he 
was among the top 30 in all four events. His 
best finish was seventh at the Red River 
Classic in Austin, Texas. 


On Tour 

The Alabama women's golf program has 
launched its third member onto the LPGA 
tour. Leslie Spalding, a member of Coach 
Betty Palmer's Bama team from 1988 
through 1991, earned her LPGA card this 
fall in dramatic fashion. The top 21 scores in 
qualifying school earn playing cards. 
Spalding shot 76-72-73-74-295, placing her 
in a five-way tie at 16th. One stroke higher 
and she may not have qualified. 

Spalding, who served as a student assistant 
coach in 1992 while finishing her degree, 
joins Judi Schneider Pavon and Peggy 
Kirsch in the elite circle of Alabama golfers 
who have made it onto the LPGA tour. 


Reunion 

Leslie Spalding was among three profes- 
sional golfers and 50 former Crimson Tide 
golfers who returned to Tuscaloosa in 
November for a reunion event. Jerry Pate 
and Steve Lowery, both champions of PGA 
events, were also on hand for the event, 
which included a scramble golf tournament 
at The University's Harry Pritchett Golf 
Course. Former Coach Conrad Rehling was 
also on hand for the reunion organized by 
Tide coaches Berry Palmer and Dick Spybey. 


Scholastic All-America 

Alabama freshman Keri Coy, a swimmer 
from Metairie, Louisiana, has been named to 
the Women's Scholastic All-America Team, 
which is based on a combination of grade 
point average and national championship 
competition. Coy had the 14th highest rank 
among all high school girls in the nation last 
year. She is a pre-medicine major. 


Olsen Honored 

Former Alabama swimming great Jon 
Olsen is a part of the United States men's 
400-meter freestyle relay team which chris- 
tened the 1996 Olympic Pool with its first 
world record. That relay effort was rewarded 
with the Phillips Performance Award, given 
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to the most outstanding performance in a 
single event on the year as voted by a select 
panel of swimming media. The relay team, 
which trains under former Tide Head Coach 
Jonty Skinner, became the first relay to win 
this award since the 1984 Olympic team 
(coached by former Bama Head Coach Don 
Gambril). 


Making Strides 

Rick Moody's Alabama women's basketball 
team has received a national award based on 
its “outstanding achievement” in advancing 
athletics opportunities for women, The 
Atlanta Awards, sponsored by McDavid and 
3M Health Care, are given to high school 
and college programs making strides in 
women’s athletics. Alabama received the 
honorable mention award in the category 
“Successful Teams.” 

Alabama's team was nominated through an 
essay written by Bama Associate Sports 
Information Director Becky Hopf. The nom- 
ination was based on Alabama's success on 
the court, which has included a trip to the 
Final Four, as well as its 22 Academic All- 
SEC honorees, and the players' ability to 
emerge from the tragedy of the death of 
their assistant coach, Dottie Kelso, at the be- 
ginning of the 1993-94 season. 


Back In The USA 
Two-time All-America guard Niesa 

Johnson has returned to the United States 
after a brief stint in professional basketball 
overseas. Johnson, the most honored player 
in Crimson Tide women's basketball history, 
is in Nashville, where she is preparing for a 
new American professional women’s basket- 
ball league which will hold its first draft in 
May, 1996. 

Johnson will play on a women’s profes- 
sional touring exhibition teams this winter. 

Johnson started the year in Faenza, Italy, 
leading her team to a 12-1 preseason record 
and averaging 24 points per game. Her team 
was 2-0 in regular season play with Johnson, 
then lost its next eight games alter her de- 
parture. 


Volleyball Honors 

Coach Dorothy Franco-Reed’s Alabama 
volleyball team finished the year with a 24- 
10 mark, the Tide’s best record since the 
program was reinstated. Alabama defeated 
Tennessee in first round action in the SEC 
Tournament, before falling to number one 
seed and nationally fourth-ranked Florida. 

Bama placed two players on the 1995 All- 
SEC Team and four on the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll. Sophomore Nina Foster, who 
was also named SEC Player of the Week in 
the final week of competition and who led 
the conference in kills, was first team All- 


SEC, while junior Holly Richard was second 
team. 

Hilary Kyle, Lorain Newcomer, Erin 
Tenbrunsel and Sheri Thomas were named 
Academic All-SEC. 


Soccer Success 

The Alabama women's soccer team of 
Coach Don Staley won the Southeastern 
Conference West Division and finished sec- 
ond overall in the SEC as Bama finished 11- 
9 overall and 7-3 in SEC play. The Tide is 
tanked seventh in the NCAA's Central 
Region (the Southeastern Conference, Big 8 
and Southwest Conference areas). 

Sophomore forward Taylor Eubank, fresh- 
man midfielder Christine Miller and junior 
sweeper Nikki Kubiszyn were selected to the 
All-SEC Tournament team. Eubank and ju- 
nior goalkeeper Amy Pseja (who was injured 
much of the year) were named second team 
All-SEC. 

Sophomore Ashley Kirkland led the Tide 
in scoring with 10 goals and three assists. 

Making SEC All-Academic were sopho- 
mores Jennifer Carle and Cari Higgins and 
juniors Amy Lerche and Pseja. 


Island For Sale 

Its not often "BAMA receives a news release 
about a land auction, but we got one for 
Ragged Island, a 140-acre private retreat in 
the Chesapeake Bay near Cambridge, 
Maryland, approximately 50 miles south of 
Annapolis and 90 miles from Washington, 
D.C. The island includes a 5,000 square foot 
home and a 2000-foot lighted airplane land- 
ing strip. It also can be reached by car via 
controlled access causeway or by boat to the 
dock in secluded Rioll Cove. Those expect- 
ed to bid include noted author Tom Clancy 
and golfing great Jack Nicklaus. The auction 
for the property, formerly listed at $8 mil- 
lion, will be December 2. 

*BAMA was notified because the property is 
being sold by former Crimson Tide football 
player (All-America in 1972) and wrestler 
Jim Krapf, who was also a Phi Beta Kappa 
student at The Capstone and who owns one 
of the largest general contracting firms on 
the east coast. The release said Krapf is sell- 
ing the property because he doesn't use it 
often. The best part of the release was the 
opening line: “Life has been good for Jim 
Krapf.” Jim's son, Ben, is a walk-on with the 
current Bama football team. 


Christmas Camp 

Alabama Head Baseball Coach Jim Wells is 
offering a two-day holiday camp for aspiring 
young baseball players. The camp, open to 
youngsters 12-18 and grades 7-12, will be 
December 27-28. For further information 
contact Mike Notaro at (205) 348-8858. 


Early Signees: 


Tide Adds Players In Most Sports 


by Kirk McNair & 
Donna Fromme 


Men’s basketball signs 
three big men for 1996-97 


ile some would say the big one 

got away, Alabama Head 

Basketball Coach David Hobbs 

did sign three big ones in the early signing 

period. A basketball coach can teach play- 

ers to do a lot of things, but can't teach 

them to be tall, and all three of Hobbs’ 
signees are at least 6-9. 

The new additions to the Crimson Tide 
team include two high school inside play- 
ers and a junior college player who is a 
wing, or small forward. Hobbs expects to 
sign at least three players in the late sign- 
ing period, which begins in April. 
Alabama's primary disappointment was los- 
ing the state’s top-ranked player, guard 
Julius Robinson of Selma, who signed with 
Auburn. 

Jeremy Hays is a 6-10, 215-pound center 
and strong forward from Boaz. Last year he 
led Coach Eric Dyar'’s team to a 22-6 record 
as he averaged 23 points, 12 rebounds and 
five blocked shots per game. He hit 64 per 
cent of his field goals and 78 per cent of his 
free throws in earning all-state honors. The 
four-year starter had a top game of 35 
points, 22 rebounds and six blocked shots 
in a game last year. He is already eligible. 
Hays picked Bama over Auburn, Vanderbilt 
and Tennessee. 

Alfred Moss is a 6-9, 210-pound center 
from Newnan (Georgia) High School, 
where he was ranked as one of the state's 
top five prospects. He was also listed as 
one of the nation’s top 100 prospects by re- 
cruiting analyst Bob Gibbons. Moss picked 
Bama over Georgia and Wake Forest. Last 
year he averaged 20 points, 16 rebounds 
and seven blocked shots per game. He has 
the core curriculum for academic eligibili- 
ty, but still must make an acceptable score 
on either the ACT or SAT. 

Ricky Poole is a 6-9, 190-pound small 
forward for Coach Brad Franz at Otero 
(Colorado) Junior College. He was ranked 
as the number four junior college wing 
player in the nation by Blue Chip. He aver- 
aged 19 points per game last year on a 


Jeremy Hays 


team that will have no fewer than four of 
its players sign major college scholarships 
this year. He played his prep basketball in 
Cherry Creek, Colorado, but is from 
Alabama and has relatives in the state. He 
picked Alabama over Georgia, Colorado, 
Rutgers and Texas Tech. He had a 3.4 grade 
point average as a freshman at Otero. 


ick Moody signed two players, both 
Ries prep stars, in the early pe- 
iod for the Crimson Tide women's 
basketball team. Nicole Carruth, a 5-7 
guard [rom Sulligent, and Gretchen Carter, 
a 5-11 forward from Decatur, chose 
Alabama. 

Carruth averaged 41 points per game in 
the Class 3A Final Four last March as 
Sulligent finished second. She averaged 
28.9 points and 5.0 assists per game last 
year to lead Sulligent to a 28-4 record. She 
shot 51 per cent from the field and 76 per 
cent from the free throw line. A starter 
since her seventh grade season, she has 
scored more than 2,800 points. She was 
ranked as the state’s number three 
prospect, and top guard prospect. 

Carter averaged 14 points and 9.8 re- 
bounds per game as a junior and was 
named to the all-tournament team at the 
1995 state championships. She also played 
for the Alabama Stars AAU team. Carter 
also placed second in the high jump in the 
state high school track and field meet last 


Matt Frick 


spring. She was ranked as the state's num- 
ber two prospect, and top forward 
prospect. 


ings included seven players. Among 

those is infielder Dan Chavers, 5-11, 
170, a Sarasota (Florida) Riverview High 
School player who batted .390 with two 
homers and 29 RBI as a junior. This sum- 
mer he was invited to Team I Camp in 
Cincinnati, Ohio, as one of the nation’s top 
100 players. 

Calhoun Community College is sending 
right-handed pitcher Michael Daniel (6-3, 
180) to the Tide. Daniel had a 9-2 record 
with a 3.82 earned run average with six 
complete games and three shutouts as a 
freshman. Daniel walked 35 and struck out 
69 in 66 innings. He is a graduate of 
Cherokee High School who was drafted by 
Cincinnati. 

Catcher Matt Frick is at Yavapai 
Community College in Prescott, Arizona. 
The 6-0, 215-pounder originally signed 
with Arizona State, where he batted .297, 
had two home runs and 12 runs batted in 
as a freshman. He was an all-state player at 
Deer Valley High School in Phoenix. 

Doug Hurst is another right-handed 
pitcher signed by the Tide. He is a 6-0, 
200-pounder from Okaloosa-Walton 
Community College in Florida. He had a 6- 
5 record and 4.66 ERA as a freshman and 
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I: baseball, Coach Jim Wells’ early land- 


had one shutout, but the most impressive 
statistic is he struck out 90 in 74 innings. 
He prepped at Pine Forest High School in 
Pensacola, where in 1994 he had a 10-3 
record with 13 complete games. 

Right-handed pitcher Jarrod Kingrey, 6-1, 
185, will come to Alabama from Central 
Alabama Community College, where he is 
a pre-season All-America. In 15 games last 
year he posted an 11-1 record and 1.30 
ERA. In 83 innings he yielded 12 earned 
runs while striking out 65 and walking 23. 
He ranked first among Alabama junior col- 
lege pitchers in wins and earned run aver- 
age and his ERA was seventh best in the 
nation. The Columbus (Georgia) High 
School graduate was selected by Team USA 
to participate in the first Ocean Pacific 
Games in Cali, Columbia, last summer. 

Jason Turman, a 1994 Gordo High School 
graduate, is at Shelton State in Tuscaloosa 
where he is an all-star pitcher for Coach 
Bobby Sprowl, a former Tide star pitcher 
and assistant coach. He was 2A MVP in 
1994 as he recorded 114 strikeouts for 
Gordo. He has been drafted by Toronto and 
Montreal. 


From: 


Heidi Harriman 


Left-handed pitcher/outfielder Robert 
Vaz, 5-9, 185, is from Northeast Texas 
Junior College. As a freshman he batted 
.357 with two home runs and 20 runs bat- 
ted in, seven doubles and two triples. He 
led his team with 33 runs and had 11 as- 
sists, no errors. As a pitcher he was 2-1 and 
had five saves. He was first team all-confer- 
ence and selected for the Texas Junior 
College All-Star Game. He is a native of 
Brooklyn, where he attended William 
Grady High School and played for the 


6) 


Rachel Rochelli 


Mason Snider 


Brooklyn Youth Service League, which has 
produced six current major league players. 


ymnastics Coach Sarah Patterson 
G" added two performers to 
Bama’s nationally-ranked program. 
Heidi Harriman of Peachtree City, Georgia, 
is a senior at Sandy Creek High School in 
Tyrone. Her father is a former college swim- 
ming coach. In 1992 she was a member of 
the Level 9 national team champions, where 
she won both vault and uneven bars and 


GIFTS FOR YOUR FAVORITE BAMA FAN! 


Super SPOTts re 


To Order Call: 


1-800-464-1098 


Ask for our complete catalog with 


hundreds of unique Souvenirs for the 


serious Alabama fan! 


VISA-DISCOVER-MASTER CARD 


Let Us Ship It For You! 


Super Sports offers 24 hour 
shipping on in stock 
merchandise to all credit card 
customers. Gift wrapping 
available. We'll ship direct to 
your favorite Bama Fan! 
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Left To Right: Lined Bama Windsuit, Size 2T - YXL, 
Air Helmet Youth & Adult Pro-Air Il with Your Favorite Number & Helmet 
Stripe, Crimson Jersey with Your Favorite Name & Number, Youth 


Bama Helmet T-shirt, Size YS - YL, Laser Stitch Bama Cap as worn on 
the sidelines, Lined Satin Bama Jacket, Size YS - AXXL 


placed second all-round. In 1993 she was 
the Senior National Elite Champion all- 
around and on uneven bars at the American 
Classic. In 1993 she won all-around and 
was first on vault and floor at the AAU 
Championships. She trained in the Soviet 
Union in 1989. She is a 4.0 student. 

Rachel Rochelli is from Houston, Texas, 
and Cypress Creek High School. She has 
been a member of the USA Elite Women's 
Team since 1992 and has represented the 
United States in meets in Argentina, Japan, 
Puerto Rico and Bulgaria. She ranked 
number nine in the nation last year and is 
currently ranked among the top 20. She 
placed eighth all-around at the 1995 
Olympic Festival and sixth all-around at 
the 1993 USA-Japan Challenge, where she 
was third on vault, beam and floor. 


oey Rivé planned to sign one player 
during the early period and the 
Alabama tennis coach made the selec- 

n a good one. Mason Snider of 
Tallahassee (Florida) Leon High School is 
ranked among the nation’s top 40 and rates 
in the top 10 in Florida. He was 


Susanne Grimfors 


Lee Davis 


Tallahassee Junior Player of the Year in 
both 1993 and 1994. He is his school’s 
Outstanding Scholarship Award winner 
and also an outstanding baseball player. He 
is a product of the Palmer Tennis Academy 
in Tampa and won a national tournament, 
the Southern Open, in Louisville, 
Kentucky, this summer. 

On the women's side, Coach Jim Tressler 
signed Whitney Dill of Bearden High 
School in Knoxville, Tennessee. She will 
join the team in time for the spring season. 


Attention ALABAMA Fans! 
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380 pages of analysis, you'll know who will win...and why! 


+ Unlike other annuals, Blue Ribbon goes to press late, 
bringing you the very best information on newcomers, 
scheduling, non-conference opponents and national trends. 
Every team.,.every player...every game is covered! 


1-800-828-HOOP 
(or use coupon below) 


Please indicate quantity of each book or Bonus Package 


Blue Ribbon Yearbook, $15.95 
Early Season Update/TV Guide, $5.95 


NCAA Toumament Preview, $9.95 


SPECIAL BONUS OPTION: 
All Three Books, $29.95 (a $32.00 Value!) 


Name 
Address 


City, State, Zip 
1 Check or money order enclosed 
Name of cardholder 


Number of card 


10 


—] Charge to credit card: 


* Alabama is unranked this year, but you'll still find over 
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Donald Morrison 


She chose Bama over UCLA and 
California. She finished in the top ten at 
the National Junior Championships in 
August and was a semifinalist in the na- 
tional Easter Bowl Tournament. Her first 
cousin is Keith Delong, a former Tennessee 
football player who now plays for San 
Francisco. 


Thomasville High School for the men’s 
team. Davis is the son of former 
Alabama Alumni Association Executive 
Director Joe Davis and his brother, Joey, 
played golf at Auburn. Davis placed second 
at the 1995 state high school champi- 
onships and was the medalist in all seven 
regular season tournaments he played in as 
a junior. His play includes a low round of 
67, shot at Montgomery Country Club. 
Betty Palmer has a roster full of under- 
classmen and did not sign anyone for the 
women's team in the early period. 


E: golf, Dick Spybey signed Lee Davis of 


oug Williamson has signed two 

women for Bama’s track and field 

teams. Monique Kuenen of The 
Netherlands has been her state's champion 
in the shot put and discus consecutively 
since 1988. Susanne Grimfors is from 
Sweden, a middle distance runner who has 
competed in the past two Swedish-Finish 
international matches and the Swedish 
Championships. 


Donald Morrison of East London, 

South Africa. He is his country’s na- 
tional high school champion in the 50- 
and 100-meter freestyles, the 1992 age 
group champion in the 100 and 400, and 
the 1992 British age group champion in 
the 50. He was second in the All-Africa 
Games in the 50-meter freestyle this year. 


IE swimming, Chuck Horton has signed 
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Roy Rogers: 


He'll Do Whatever It Takes 


by Kirk McNair 


Senior center wants Tide 
back in NCAA Tournament 
and has confidence 


the primary reason he is in college is to 

get his degree. However, the evidence is 
clear that a large percentage of athletes, par- 
ticularly major college football and basket- 
ball players, are not graduated. The 
University of Alabama probably has two of 
the tallest graduates on campus, and both 
are continuing to work on degrees. And 
both are basketball players. Wade Kaiser, 6- 
9, who is currently injured and not playing, 


I is common to hear an athlete say that 


CRIMSO CHECK 


CHECK WITH THE CHAMPS! 


is working on his master’s degree in busi- 
ness administration after earning his degree 
in marketing in August. Roy Rogers, 6-10, 
eared his degree in marketing in May, at 
the end of four years, and is now pursuing a 
second degree in finance. 

So Roy must love school, right? Actually, 
Rogers, who is Alabama's number one inside 
player, almost didn’t return for his fifth and 
final year of basketball eligibility. Even 
though he knew he would probably move 
into one of the spots vacated by Antonio 
McDyess and Jason Caffey, both first round 
National Basketball Association draft choic- 
es last spring, Rogers said, “I considered not 
coming back this year. | thought I might be 
able to play pro ball, or if | couldn’t do that I 
could get a job. I just had the feeling that I 
had been here four years, | was 21 years old, 
and | had my degree, and it might be time 
to move on.” 

While the loss of Caffey and McDyess 


4. Fill out the 
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would seem to be an incentive for Rogers to 
stay, it actually played a part in him think- 
ing about leaving. “It was tough seeing my 
friends leave,” Rogers said. “Jason and | 
came in together. Antonio was like my little 
brother. It was hard to get used to going 
back to that apartment and Antonio not 
being there. It’s still hard.” 

Fortunately for Alabama's basketball for- 
tunes, Roy’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Roy 
Rogers, Sr., have some influence on him. “1 
thank my parents for pushing me to get my 
degree,” he said. “And when | was going 
through that stage of thinking about leaving 
Alabama, | thank them for being there for 
me and for banging some sense into my 
head.” 

Rogers, who came to Alabama as a skinny 
6-8, 180-pounder, has grown up to 6-10, 
237, and now he's the one who is expected 
to do some banging. 

“Antonio going pro early left a void on the 
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inside,” Rogers said. “I've got to fill it. ’'m 
the one the guys are depending on. That's 
not a bad feeling. I think it makes me work 
harder because I know they are depending 
on me.” 


ogers spent the summer in 
BR tsctecss working out with 

weights, particularly trying to 
strengthen his lower body, and playing bas- 
ketball. He had his old buddy, McDyess, to 
work against. 

While Rogers knows that he is expected to 
increase his offensive output this year, he is 
best known for his defensive work, and par- 
ticularly his shot-blocking. He believes that 
practice the past few years has made him a 
good defensive player. 

Although he started only six games as a 
junior, Rogers led the Tide in blocked shots 
last year with 68, which was third best in 
the Southeastern Conference. His 110 career 
blocks is eighth best in Bama history. He 
played in all 33 Bama games last year as the 
Tide went 23-10 and made it to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

“Antonio was, by far, the toughest guy I've 
ever had to guard,” Rogers said. “I always 
looked forward to games because I knew 
they would be easier than practice. Over the 
years I’ve had to guard people like Antonio, 
Jason and Jamal (Faulkner) and now I go up 
against Thal (Thalamus McGhee) every day. 
That's definitely helped me.” 

He said the 6-9, 295-pound McGhee is a 
new challenge. “He's so much bigger and I 
give up so much weight that I have to use 
quickness against him.” 

Offensively, Rogers has not produced 
much. He averaged just 3.5 points per game 
last year, the same as he did in 14 games asa 
freshman in 1993 and a half point a game 
more than he did in 23 games as a sopho- 
more. 

“I've got to score some on the inside,” 
Rogers said. “I spent a lot of time this sum- 
mer working on my offense. I put in a lot of 
work trying to get ready for this season.” 

He'll also have to increase his rebounding 
production. He averaged 2.3 as a freshman, 
2.7 as a sophomore and 3.6 as a junior. Of 
course, his playing time should increase sig- 
nificantly this year. Last year he averaged 
only 14.5 minutes per game. 

His top game last year came in a national- 
ly-televised contest at New Mexico State in 
the Pre-Season NIT. Rogers had 12 points, 
13 rebounds and a school record-tying eight 
blocked shots. Unfortunately, New Mexico 
State won the game. And Rogers’ fine perfor- 
mance was overshadowed by the New 
Mexico State band. When Roy fouled out 
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Roy Rogers has been a key reserve for Alabama's basketball team the past three years. This season he 


is expected to be a main player. 


late in the game, he was serenaded during 
his trek to the bench by the band playing 
“Happy Trails To You,” the theme song of 
the cowboy actor Roy Rogers. 


ogers doesn't share specific individual 
goals. “They are the same as last 


year,” he said. “I want to make it to 


Barry Fikes Photo 


the NCAA Tournament and then play well 
when we get there. Anything is possible 
when you get into the tournament.” 

That means that Rogers isn’t buying pre- 
season predictions of a rebuilding Alabama 
basketball team having no better than a 
mediocre season. Or, as he puts it, “That's 
media hogwash. The only people who can 
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determine how good this team can be are 
between the lines.” 

Rogers said the thing he dislikes most 
about basketball is losing. “That has to be 
the worse feeling in the world,” he said. 
“When you have to walk off that court with 
time expired and being on the losing end. 
It’s a little easier to handle if you know 
you've left it all on the court, but it’s still 
bad.” 

On the other hand, he loves the teamwork 
of a basketball team. “I think it’s great when 
a group of guys with different skills and dif- 
ferent roles can come together on the court 
and produce a great team effort. Talk about 
teamwork gets me excited, because I’m a 
team player.” 

And he's also excited about this Alabama 


basketball team. “I see us having a very good 
season if we continue to progress,” he said. 
“We still have a long way to go, but it’s a 
long season, a lot of games and a lot of prac- 
tices. We're more of a team every day.” 

He said that he and his fellow seniors, 
Marvin Orange, Marco Whitfield and 
Anthony Brown, “talk to the younger guys 
every day. We tell them about playing in the 
NCAA Tournament, and how much fun that 
is. And we tell them if they work hard, 
there's a reward at the end.” 

And, he said, “Since this is my last season, 
I'm going to do whatever it takes.” 


ogers doesn’t expect to finish his sec- 
ond degree in May. “Finance isn’t as 


njoyable as marketing,” he said. 
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“I’ve even thought about switching to some- 
thing else. A lot of people think | should be 
in broadcasting.” 

In any event, he doesn’t plan to continue 
school after May. “I'll either go into pro bas- 
ketball, or I'll settle down in the South in 
the business world,” he said. “Maybe in a 
few years I'll go back and get an MBA.” 

And in his spare time, he might slip back 
to his hometown of Linden to watch his old 
team. Roy led Coach Willie Scott's team to 
the 1992 state 2A championship as he aver- 
aged 24.5 points, 11 rebounds and 10 
blocked shots per game. He set a state 
record with 17 blocked shots in one game. 
And if he does go back, he'll get to watch 
Draper Rogers play basketball. Roy's 16- 
year-old brother is 6-6. 


Only 


$124.99 
+ Shipping 
& Handling 
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Ed Scissum: 


A Step Above An Offensive Lineman 


by Donald F. Staffo 


Sophomore fullback knows 
his primary job is to block, 
but he can run the ball, too 


o one would suggest that Alabama 
Nievetene Ed Scissum is the prototype 

fullback. He's not going to be confused 
with the big inside runners who power over 
linebackers and into the end zone. 

The bespectacled Scissum, books tucked 
under his arm, looks more like the history 
teacher he hopes to become than the starting 
fullback for the Alabama Crimson Tide. The 
6-1 Scissum doesn’t even appear to be the 
220 pounds he says he is now. 

Still in his first season as a starter, the 
sophomore has improved with each game. 
Moreover, he intends to keep improving and 
hold onto that job for the next two seasons. 

Although Scissum has a respectable yards- 
per-carry and yards-per-reception average, 
and even though he does occasionally make 
it into the end zone with the football, there's 
no mistaking that the fullback’s role in 
Alabama’s offense is primarily to block. 
Assistant Coach Ivy Williams, who coaches 
Bama's running backs, said, “The fullback has 
got to be a good blocker and a willing block- 
er and he has to be an unselfish player, be- 
cause in our offense the fullback is only a 
couple of steps above an offensive lineman. 
The fullback rarely gets a chance to touch the 
football.” 

Despite his relatively small size, Scissum 
moved to the top of the depth chart because 
of his ability to block. “He's the best we 
have,” said Williams. “That’s why he’s the 
starter.” 

Scissum said, “The reason | worked so 
much harder on my strength last summer 
was to make up for my lack of size. | feel that 
made a big difference because | don't have 
the weight most fullbacks have.” 

Scissum said, “I was a tailback in high 
school, so I didn’t block that much. But 
through the guidance of Coach Williams, my 
blocking has really improved. Now blocking 
is probably the best thing I do.” 

As much as Scissum is willing to contribute 
in any way he can to Alabama winning, he 
does hope the role of the fullback in the 
Alabama offense will expand. “I don’t mind 
doing my job as a blocker and picking up 
blitzes,” he said, “but it always helps when 
they give you the ball once in a while. | hope 
I get the ball more. I think the more we put 
the fullback in the offense, the more we help 
the team. I’m for anything that we can do to 
help the team win.” 

He said that he needs to make improve- 
ment as a pass-catcher and in reading defens- 
es, the better to pick up the blitz. 
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Sophomore Ed Scissum missed some work early in the 1995 season, but moved back into the starting 


job because he is the best blocker in the fullback corps. 


Although he was a tailback in high school, 
Scissum was recruited as a fullback. He said 
he felt that he would be used like his prede- 
cessors, Tarrant Lynch and Kevin Turner, and 
gave that as one of the reasons he chose the 
Crimson Tide over Auburn and Georgia. 

“When Coach (Homer) Smith came back, I 
knew the fullback was going to get more of a 
chance to run and catch the football,” 
Scissum said. Smith, who is Bama’s offensive 
coordinator, made great use of the fullback as 
a pass-catcher and runner in his earlier stint 
as Alabama's offensive coordinator in the late 
1980s. 


Tes didn’t start well for Scissum this 


season. In the spring he beat out 
Taurus Turner and Josh Niblett to fin- 
ish spring practice as the number one full- 
back. However, in pre-season work in 
August, Scissum damaged the medial collat- 
eral ligament in his knee. 
The injury did not require surgery, but 
Scissum did miss practice for two weeks prior 
to the season and the first two games of the 
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year, Vanderbilt and Southern Miss. During 
that time, Alabama changed its offense, re- 
placing the fullback with a rover back. Tight 
end Patrick Hape shifted to the backfield in 
what Williams called a stop-gap measure. 

“Hape hadn't played running back since 
high school,” Williams said. “He was playing 
out of position. When Scissum got hurt, we 
went to what was the next best thing. The 
knee injury set Scissum back. He missed 
some games and had to get back into progres- 
sion.” 

Upon Scissum's recovery, the Tide went 
back to its offense with Scissum at fullback. 

Although he is far from overworked, Scissum 
did begin having noticeable success in the 
North Texas game. He carried the ball four 
times for 39 yards, including a third quarter 
score that was his first collegiate rushing 
touchdown and a 21-yard scamper that set up 
another touchdown. “The line was opening up 
holes, and when I cut back and saw the end 
zone, my eyes got wide,” Scissum said of his 
first rushing TD. “It was one of the best feel- 
ings I've ever had in my life.” 
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Scissum had first reached the end zone as a 
pass receiver in Bama’s homecoming victory 
over North Carolina State. He took a short 
pass and turned it into a 41-yard scoring play. 
“Alter 1 got my first college touchdown, I 
knew I wanted to get as many as I could,” he 
said. “It’s an addictive feeling.” 

Scissum doesn't care if he scores as a run- 


the Scissum family, Ed said that he isn’t inter- 
ested in following in those footsteps. “I love 
football, but right now I don't feel that coach- 
ing is my calling,” Scissum said. “I don't 
know if | could get the same fulfillment from 
coaching football that I do playing football. I 
want to work with kids, but I believe the 
most important thing in a person's life is aca- 


demics. That’s why I'm here.” 

But he’s also at The University to play foot- 
ball. “When I first committed, I didn’t know 
when | would get to play,” Scissum said. “1 
just hoped that before | left Alabama that | 
would be able to contribute in some way." 
He's already done that, and the future looks 
bright for him on and off the football field. 


ner or pass receiver. “I love any kind of 
touchdown any way I can get it,” he said. “If 
they give it to me on the ground I'll take it 
and if they give it to me through the air I'll 
take it and run with it.” 

As a freshman last year, Scissum had very 
limited playing time, seeing action in only 
four games. He had only three carries for 
only eight yards. However, he made one of 
them count. He was called on to spell Tarrant 
Lynch at fullback against Auburn and had a 
nice six-yard run in Bama’s 21-14 win over 
the Tigers. 
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Sac who bench presses 365 pounds 
and squats 535 pounds and runs a 4.5- 
second 40-yard dash, knows something 
about touchdowns. He scored 24 of them for 
Attalla High School in Etowah, where as a 
sophomore he played with current Tide 
teammates Freddie Kitchens and Toderick 
Malone in what was a high-octane offense. 
After Malone, a wide receiver, departed, 
Scissum had one more year with quarterback 
Kitchens, 

At Attalla, Scissum rushed for over 1,600 
yards and totaled more than 2,000 yards of of- 
fense, earning selection to the 5A all-state team. 

Scissum was highly-recruited, and Bama 
won the battle. Besides wanting to be reunit- 
ed with Malone and Kitchens, Scissum was a 
life-long Crimson Tide fan. Additionally, his 
cousin Willard, who is now a graduate assis- 
tant coach for the Tide, played offensive 
guard for Bama in the early 1980s. 

Although he was young, Ed remembers 
when his cousin played for Alabama. “I saw 
him in a few games,” Ed said. “Seeing him 
out there in that crimson and white uniform 
made me want to wear it one day.” 

Ed said he has benefitted from Willard 
being involved in Alabama's football 
program. “He gives me a lot of advice,” 
Scissum said. “He makes sure that I go to all 
my classes and that I stay out of trouble. It’s 
always good to have family close. It helps 
keep your head stable.” 

Scissum, whose full name is Kenneth 
Edwin Scissum, Jr. (hence the reason he was 
listed in numerous recruiting publications in 
1993-94 as Kenneth Scissum), should be able 
to keep things straight. Not only is his moth- 
er (Eulaine) a teacher, but three of his uncles 
(Hayward, Maurice and Adolph) are or were 
coaches. The late Hayward Scissum had a 
hall of fame career as head coach at Tuskegee 
Institute. Maurice and Adolph are high 
school coaches in Huntsville. 

Ed’s father, Kenneth, Sr., played football for 
Alabama A&M. Although he didn't graduate, 
he has emphasized the importance of an edu- 
cation to his son. “He tells me, ‘Don’t do 
what I did,’ " Ed said. 

Despite the football coaching tradition in 
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Kevin Jackson: 


eonen 


He’s Striving 
To Reach 
His Potential 


by John Barnes 


Junior college transfer 
made progress in first year 
at strong safety for Tide 


labama football has a long history of 
Ans rising from relative obscurity 

to Crimson Tide fame. More times 
than not, the phenomenon occurs over the 
course of a season or more. However, occa- 
sionally a player becomes a star through his 
exploits in a single game. For Tide safety 
Kevin Jackson, a stellar performance against 
Georgia thrust him into the limelight and 
has made him one of the most talked-about 
players on the Alabama team. 

This time last year, Jackson was complet- 
ing his final season as a second-team All- 
America linebacker at Jones Junior College 
in Ellisville, Mississippi. Jackson spent some 
time contemplating his future in college 
football. A visit from Bama Recruiting 
Coordinator Randy Ross was all it took to 
point Jackson in the right direction. 

Joining the Tide for spring drills, Jackson 
got his first taste of what would be, and con- 
tinues to be, an uphill climb to grasp 
Defensive Coordinator Bill Oliver's compli- 
cated scheme in the Bama secondary. 

“I was pretty lost when I got here,” said 
Jackson. “Throughout my career, I’ve always 
worked as sort of a rover or monster man. 
Its not that I was never coached, but 1 was 
given the freedom to use my talents and get 
to the football. When I got here, it was al- 
most like starting over. I just couldn't get 
what the coaches were trying to teach me 
and I slipped back into my old habits.” 

For all of Jackson's adjustment problems, 
his talent is undeniable. “If Kevin had come 
to us as a freshman, he would be a trained 
killer right now,” said Oliver. “He's just hav- 


Exceptional athletic ability enabled strong safe- 
ty Kevin Jackson to make exceptional plays in 
his first Bama season, but he can be even better 
when he masters Tide defensive schemes. 
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ing a tough time with our scheme. What he's 
done, he’s done on talent alone.” 

Sheer talent is a commodity that cannot be 
acquired or taught. It is that God-given abil- 
ity that has allowed Jackson to make a name 
for himself as one of the Tide's most physical 
and instinctive players. 

As a prep star at Dothan’s Northview High 
School, Jackson's ability and physical style 
of play caught the attention of some of the 
South’s top programs. Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida State and Georgia all came calling. 
The future looked bright for the Dothan 
area Player of the Year until a season-ending 
knee injury caused his stock to fall dramati- 
cally with major college recruiters. 

He enrolled at Jones Junior College and by 
his second year emerged as one of the most 
feared players on the junior college circuit. 
In his second season, Jackson was a one- 
man wrecking crew, recording 127 tackles, 
including 88 solos, five interceptions, four 
sacks, seven caused fumbles and two 
blocked kicks. In addition, he scored three 
defensive touchdowns, a skill he would 
soon bring to The Capstone. 

“In high school and junior college, I just 
did what came naturally,” said Jackson. “The 
coaches turned me loose and let me do my 
thing. | was hoping that would carry over at 
Alabama, but that’s just not the way things 
work around here. The talent level is so 
high, you have to let yourself be coached.” 


or Oliver, tutoring Jackson sometimes 
R= been frustrating, but occasionally 
has been a rewarding experience. 
“When Kevin first got here, 1 wasn’t sure if 
he would ever play,” said Oliver. “He was so 
far behind, | just didn’t see him catching up 
by the time the season started. He still has 
only managed to grasp only a fraction of 
what we're doing, but he's so gifted athleti- 
cally, he can sometimes play through it. He's 
a good tackler and has good instinct for the 
ball, but he'll never reach his full potential 
until he understands our system. I'm telling 
you, this guy has got ‘NFL written all over 
him, but until he gets the mental part of it, 
he won't be able to reach his full potential.” 
Few would argue that Oliver is a taskmas- 
ter and perfectionist. Even fewer could 
argue against his philosophy. It works, as 
the Alabama secondary consistently ranks 
among the nation’s best. On any given 
Sunday, one can tune in to a National 
Football League game and chances are a for- 
mer Tide defensive back who can thank Bill 
Oliver for his success will be playing. 
It is this realization that pro football could 
be in his future that keeps Jackson going. 
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Kevin Jackson was considering giving up on his Alabama football career early in the 1995 season, but 
now he will be a part of a strong group of returning defensive backs in 1996. 


“Like everyone else around here, it's always 
been my dream to play pro ball,” said 
Jackson. “I feel real fortunate to be a part of 
this program because when people think of 
defense or defensive backs, they think about 
Alabama. I know I've got a long way to go, 
but I'll continue to work hard. Hopefully, my 
future in football will work itself out.” 

If Jackson struggled in his first season at 
Alabama to make sense of his assignments, 
it certainly was not apparent to the average 
fan. Tide faithful see an individual that 
seems to be around the football on almost 
every play. Leading the Southeastern 
Conference in interceptions and ranking 
fourth on the team in total tackles, Jackson 
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would seem to be a Godsend to a defense 
that struggled over the first half of the sea- 
son. 

“| think in the last few games we started to 
come into our own,” said Jackson of 
Alabama's defensive performance. “Early in 
the year, for whatever reason, we just didn’t 
get the job done. We had no fire, no intensi- 
ty, we just kind of went through the mo- 
tions.” 

The Tide's lack of motivation and failure to 
execute were disastrous in the team’s 41-14 
loss to Tennessee. Jackson and the Bama de- 
fense were burned for one big play after an- 
other en route to the worst home loss for a 
Tide team in more than two decades. 
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“In that game, we just didn’t know what 
was going on,” said Jackson. “It was mass 
confusion. No one seemed to know what 
plays were called and before we knew it, we 
were down 21-0 and the game was pretty 
much over. We got embarrassed and that’s 
something that doesn’t happen around here 
too much.” 


the Tide defense as a whole, Jackson's 

low point came earlier in the season. 

After starting at strong safety in the season 
opener against Vanderbilt, Jackson was 
benched in favor of Andre Short for the 
team’s next two contests. Jackson is the first 
to admit he didn’t get the job done, but was 
upset because no one told him why. 

“I worked as hard as | could and played as 
hard as I could,” said Jackson. “I knew | was 
missing some assignments, but I didn't think 
I played that bad either. The defense was 
playing so bad as a whole, no one told me 
what I was doing wrong individually, All 1 
knew was that | wasn’t playing.” 

Jackson became so disenchanted, he con- 
sidered leaving school. “After the Arkansas 
game, the mood of the team was bad and 
mine was even worse. | just wasn’t sure if I 
wanted to play football anymore.” 

A pep talk from teammate Darrell 
Blackburn and some comforting words from 
his mother changed his mind and gave him 
some added incentive to re-apply himself 
and work even harder. 

“I came back out and worked as hard as | 
ever have in practice,” he said. “We had a 
week off after the Arkansas game and | used 
it to my advantage. I paid attention, prac- 
ticed hard and did everything I could to get 
my job back and play some good football.” 

Obviously it worked, as Jackson keyed a 
31-0 shutout of the Georgia Bulldogs. He 
recorded a team-high 10 tackles and inter- 
cepted three passes, the last of which he re- 
turned 26 yards for a touchdown to seal the 
Tide victory. For his efforts, he was named 
Southeastern Conference defensive player of 
the week, an unexpected but well-deserved 
honor. 

“My confidence really got a boost from 
that game,” said Jackson. “To go from where 
1 was a couple of weeks before to the way I 
played in Athens was great. It goes to show 
you that hard work really does pay off.” 

Jackson proved the game was no fluke, 
continuing his stellar play the following 
week against North Carolina State by 
recording another 10 tackles. 

Although the team's performance is one 
Jackson would just as soon forget, he was 
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I: the Tennessee loss was a low ebb for 


credited with another 12 stops against 
Tennessee, giving him an impressive total of 
32 tackles in three games. 

Once upon a time it was considered the 
mark of a poor defense for a safety to make a 
lot of tackles, but times have changed and it 
is critical that a safety be a good tackler. And 
Jackson is a strong safety, just a notch above 
a linebacker in having responsibilities to 
play the run. 


he 1995 Alabama defense showed it- 
T= to be headed in the right direc- 

tion in late-season games against LSU 
(a 10-3 Tide win) and Mississippi State (a 
14-9 decision). 

“L think we started to perform a little bet- 
ter,” said Oliver. “We had to simplify things 
somewhat, which is something | don't like 
to do, but it allowed them to remember their 
assignments a little better.” 

Jackson credits a players-only meeting 
prior to the LSU game as the chief reason for 
Alabama's rapid improvement on defense. 

“We got together before the game and de- 
cided that we had been walking around ina 
fog and feeling sorry for ourselves long 
enough,” said Jackson. “We decided that 
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from the time we ran out of the tunnel until 
the end of the game, we would be a different 
team. 1 think it worked because we played 
with intensity for the whole game. We just 
played hard and had fun.” 

What resulted was the Tide's best overall 
outing of the year. Although not reflected on 
the scoreboard, the Bama offense moved the 
football on the ground and the defense 
stymied Tiger standouts Jamie Howard, 
Kevin Faulk and Eddie Kennison. 

Oliver also felt better about his defense 
following Bama’s 10-3 decision. “I think for 
the first time all year, they were able to look 
their parents and girlfriends in the eye and 
feel proud,” he said. “It’s something to build 
on.” 

Jackson sees himself and the defense con- 
tinuing to improve. With the entire sec- 
ondary returning for next season, inexperi- 
ence and confusion will no longer be an 
excuse. 

“It took awhile, but we started to come to- 
gether,” said Jackson. “Personally, | still have 
a long way to go, but I feel pretty good 
about the way I played over the second half. 
I think we'll be remembered as a pretty good 
unit.” 
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Gymnastics Outlook: 


Crimson Tide Goes For Main Event 


by Andrew Varble II 


Talented Bama gymnasts 
will host NCAA meet, and 
intend to win it again 


or the superstitious, there are signs 
Fe: point to Alabama winning its 

third NCAA Gymnastics 
Championship in 1996. The last time 
Alabama won the Southeastern Conference 
title, Bama won the NCAA crown the next 
year. The last time Alabama hosted the 
NCAA Championships, the Crimson Tide 
was the winner. The last time the squad was 
made up of two seniors and three juniors, 
Bama was number one. Well, Alabama won 
the 1995 SEC Championship; Alabama is 
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hosting gymnastics’ Main Event, the 1996 
NCAA Championships; and the class make- 
up is two seniors and three juniors. 

For those who are not superstitious and 
need facts to support the theory of Alabama 
being a legitimate national championship 
contender, there's plenty of proof available. 
Alabama returns nine of last year’s 10 gym- 
nasts, including six All-America performers. 
Alabama is coming off one of its all-time best 
seasons, having posted a team record 197.20 
team score against the Georgia Bulldogs in 
front of an Alabama and SEC gymnastics 
record crowd of 12,021. Alabama earned its 
third SEC Championship on the strength of 
an NCAA, SEC and school record on the 
vault. The Tide also ran its NCAA Regional 
title tally to 12, and finished second at the 
NCAA Championships. On top of last year’s 
accomplishments, Alabama has brought in 
three talented freshmen, all of whom have 
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the potential to step in and contribute imme- 
diately. 

There is no fear of the Tide’s potential. 
Coaches Sarah and David Patterson have 
said they expect their teams to contend for 
the national title every year. And for the past 
13 years, Alabama has finished no lower 
than sixth at the NCAA Championships. 
Since 1985, the Tide has finished no lower 
than fourth at the NCAAs. The last eight 
years have been even better as the 
Patterson's charges have finished in the top 
three, including two titles and four runner- 
up finishes. 

“We expect to be in contention for the na- 
tional title on the last night,” Sarah 
Patterson said. “Everything we do up to that 
point is to put ourselves in contention. If we 
do that, then anything can happen. The 
NCAA title is the goal; it is always the goal.” 

Contending for the Main Event at home 


a 


Alabama junior gymnasts (left to right) Kimbo Bonaventura, Stephanie Woods and Meredith Willard will play an important role as the Tide goes for the national 
championship in Tuscaloosa’s Memorial Coliseum in April. 


20 


Barry Fikes Photo 
*BaMA, Inside The Crimson Tide/DECEMBER "95 


though gives the ladies wearing crimson and 
white a special incentive and an added pres- 
sure. But the reward of winning in front of 
the home crowd is a special joy that the 
Pattersons want their athletes to know. 

“Winning in 1991, in Coleman Coliseum 
was one of the most special moments that 
I've ever known in coaching,” Sarah 
Patterson said. 

The Main Event will be held April 25-27. 
Tickets are available through the Alabama 
ticket office in Coleman Coliseum. 


inherited the reins of leadership from 

last year’s lone senior, Chasity Junkin. 
Both Kelly and Neubauer, hungry in their 
final year for an NCAA championship ring 
to go with the 1995 SEC ring, are hoping to 
lead the Tide to an NCAA crown. 
Leadership, though, if the Alabama gymnas- 
tics tradition holds up, will come from all 
quarters of the team. A trademark of the 
Patterson's teams is that everyone is willing 
and able to step to the front and lead at any 
time. 

Kelly earned three perfect 10s last season, 
giving her four total in her Tide career. At 
the 1995 NCAA Championships, Kelly 
earned second team All-America on the 
vault, balance beam and floor exercise. In 
the classroom the King of Prussia, 
Pennsylvania native earned Academic All- 
SEC recognition. 

Neubauer had a breakout season in 1995, 
earning second team All-America honors on 
the uneven bars. She set a meet record on 
her way to winning the all-around competi- 
tion at the Captain Crunch Invitational. She 
also anchored the Tide’s NCAA record-set- 
ting vault squad that lifted the Tide to the 
SEC Championship. In the classroom, 
Neubauer, who is from Blue Springs, 
Missouri, earned Scholastic All-America 
honors. 


imbo Bonaventura, Meredith Willard 
Ke Stephanie Woods, Alabama's 
op-notch All-America junior class, 
looks to improve a stellar 1995 season, 
Bonaventura, a 1995 All-America, returns, 
reprising her role as crowd favorite. 
Bonaventura produced a collegiate gymnas- 
tics first last season when she performed an 
uneven bars routine known as a “hop [ull 
twist to a Tkatchev to a Geinger” to gymnas- 
tics experts. To fans it was a high flying rou- 
tine with three release moves. The Houston, 
Texas native added the Central Region un- 
even bars title to her resumé. 
Willard, who is from Greensboro, North 


DECEMBER '95/Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide 


S eniors Kim Kelly and Marna Neubauer 


1996 NCAA GYMNASTICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA « APRIL 25, 26, 27 


Carolina, fought off injuries last season to 
earn All-America honors for the second year 
in a row. In and out of the regular season 
lineup, Willard’s comebacks were spectacu- 
lar. She returned for the Georgia meet in 
Tuscaloosa and helped the Tide to a school 
record score. She earned All-America honors 
on the floor exercise and second team All- 
America honors in the all-around competi- 
tion. One of Alabama’s top students, the 
business major earned a perfect 4.0 grade 
point average, earning Scholastic All- 
America honors from the National 
Association of College Gymnastics Coaches. 

Woods, Alabama’s most valuable per- 
former in 1995, stepped up last season to 
lead the Tide on the balance beam and the 
uneven bars, earning All-America honors in 
both events. Sarah Patterson calls the 
Austin, Texas, native “Ice” for her cool 
under pressure approach. Beyond her All- 
America honors, Woods won the SEC un- 
even bars and the Central Regional balance 
beam titles in 1995. New tricks on both the 
uneven bars and balance beam make Woods 
one of the most spectacular and consistent 
gymnasts in the country. 

Sophomore Merritt Booth of Fort Worth, 
Texas, led the Tide on the floor exercise last 
year. A floor exercise All-America last sea- 
son, Booth should continue to improve this 
season. Last season, Booth's floor prowess 
kept the Tide in contention for the SEC tite 
going into the last event and her efforts on 
the first night of the NCAA Championships 
allowed Alabama to continue to the “Super- 


Six” and a shot at the national title, Boo 
also earned Scholastic All-America recogni- 
tion. 

Sophomore Danielle McAdams worked 
her way into the Tide’s all-around lineup last 
season. The Collinsville, Illinois native’s all- 
around turns include the Tide’s school 
record setting performance against Georgia 
and the Tide's season finale against Auburn. 
McAdams also earned Scholastic All- 
America honors. 

The Georgia Coliseum is a tough place to 
begin your Crimson Tide career, but sopho- 
more Shay Murphy handled the pressure last 
year. The Canton, Michigan native stepped 
into the lineup and led the Tide's balance 
beam scoring. 

Redshirt freshman Heather Nasser of 
Birmingham could add depth to the Tide's 
vault corps. 

Level 10 National all-around Champion 
Gwen Spidle of Gallatin, Missouri, Elite 
Level national team member Lisa Gianni of 
Livingston, New Jersey, and Level 10 
National Junior Olympic team member 
Mandy Chapman of Greensboro, North 
Carolina, the Tide’s talented freshman class 
could make their presence felt immediately 
and will definitely contribute down the 
stretch, adding both depth and front line tal- 
ent to every area for the Tide. 

For the superstitious and for the realist, 
the 1996 Alabama gymnastics team will be 
an exciting show to watch from the mect the 
team exhibition right down to a hometown 
national championship-The Main Event. 
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Prep Prospects: 


Big Men Of The Southeast 


by Stephen Craig 


Tide staying close to home 
in search for linemen 


ith only 12 scholarships to give, 
Alabama is concentrating on big 
men, particularly linemen. It also 


appears Bama is concentrating on in-state 
prospects and those in the immediate sur- 
rounding states of Florida, Georgia, 
Mississippi and Tennessee. Alabama has not 
been linked with any prospects in Kentucky 
and very few in Louisiana. Signings begin 
February 7. Prospects are listed alphabeti- 
cally by states: 
FLORIDA 

Offensive lineman Cedric Bell of Southeast 
High in Bradenton has good size at 6-2, 285, 
combined with quickness and agility. An all- 
district and all-area selection, Bell plays for 
Coach Paul Maechtle and one of the top 
programs in the state, champions the past 
two seasons. Bell runs the 40 in 5.0 and 
bench presses 400 pounds. He is a power 
player with a good work ethic. 

Offensive lineman Shedrick Blackmon, 6- 
5, 310, is a powerful point-of-attack blocker 
for Coach Barry Halladay at Pensacola 
Escambia. Shedrick led northwest Florida in 
knockdown blocks last season. An All- 
Northwest Florida selection, Blackmon is an 
excellent drive and pass blocker. Shedrick 
made All Big Six and all-state teams last sea- 
son. Blackmon is clocked at 5.3 in the 40 
and benches more than 400 pounds. 

Roosevelt Brown is a 6-4, 300-pound line 
prospect and a teammate of Blackmon at 
Pensacola Escambia. He has been clocked at 
4.87 in the 40. 

Thaddeus Bullard, nicknamed “Thadiator 
the Gladiator,” is a 6-6, 275-pound offensive 
tackle from Live Oak Suwannee. Some say 
Bullard is the finest offensive tackle in the 
state, but he also plays well on the other 
side of the ball. As a defensive end Bullard 
recorded 80 tackles as a junior. Bullard 
moves well, breaking the 5.0 mark in the 40. 
Thaddeus has been courted seriously by 
Ohio State, Notre Dame, Nebraska, Florida 
and Florida State. 

Dwight Edge is one of the best tight end 
prospects from Florida this year. At 6-6 and 
218, Edge has good speed at 4.7 in the 40, 
but also can be a dominant blocker. Edge is 
a three-year starter for Apopka High and is a 
member of the Bill Buchalter Super 26. 

Bernard Gooden is a 6-3, 288-pound line- 
man from Bradenton Manatee High School. 
Big and aggressive, Gooden is expected to 
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Adam Joiner 


play offensive guard in college. A good run 
blocker, Gooden has been clocked around 
5.0 in the 40. All-state, all-district and all- 


area last season, Gooden’s strength and 
quickness provides him with unachieved po- 
tential. Coach Joe Kinnan says he is the best 
at the school since former Miami lineman 
Patrick McNeil. 

Leon Hires joins Gooden on the line for 
Manatee. At 6-5 and 312, Hires has surpris- 
ing agility for a player his size. A three-year 
starter, Hires possesses good fundamentals 
and has the ability to block well downfield. 
An all-district selection, Hires benches more 
than 300 pounds and runs the 40 in 5.2 

At 6-3 and 265 pounds, Adam Joiner poss- 
es the skills to be a legitimate tight end/de- 
fensive end prospect. A three-year starter for 
Milton High, Joiner benches 320 pounds 
and is clocked at 4.9 in the 40. Grading at 
90 per cent per game, Joiner caught 29 balls 
for 397 yards last season and earned all-state 
and All-Northwest Florida honors. 
Recognized by Blue Chip Illustrated as a pre- 
season All-America, Joiner has good hands 
and is a solid point-of-attack blocker. And 
one of the best things about him is that he 
has been reported as having committed to 
Alabama over Florida, Notre Dame and 
Clemson. 
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Terell Jurineack, is 6-4 and 230. Out of 
Orlando Cypress Creek, Jurineack is nick- 
named “The Sackmaster” for his 18 sacks as 
a junior. Strong, quick and mean, he is 
considered the best prospect from the 
Orlando area. 

Shedrick Maples-Gurley is one of the most 
versatile prospects from Florida this year. At 
6-3 and 235, Gurley can play defensive end, 
linebacker, tight end or offensive line. A 
member of the Bill Buchalter Super 26, 
Gurley earned All-Dade and All-Big Bend 
honors for Tallahassee Godby High. A four- 
year starter, Gurley is also one of the state's 
top shot putters and is considered by his 
coach to be better than former linebacker 
Marvin Jones. 

Stockar McDougle is a 6-7, 320-pound de- 
fensive lineman from Deerfield Beach. 
Clocked at 5.0 in the 40, McDougle earned 
second team All-Broward honors last season. 

Ronnie Moore, 6-3 and 270, is from 
Sanford Seminole High, and is a player who 
many feel can be as good as any in this class. 
Weight has been a trouble spot for Moore, 
but he still has been clocked around 5.0 in 
the 40. A hard hitter, Moore is an aggressive 
player who earned all-county honors and is 
a member of the Buchalter Super 26. 

Colston Weatherington of Graceville is an- 
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other of those versatile players who could be 
sleepers. Playing at tight end, defensive line 
and defensive end, Weatherington has 
proven he can dominate the line of scrim- 
mage. Clocked at under 5.0 in the 40, he 


was selected to the all-district team. 

Todd Williams is a 6-5, 279-pound offen- 
sive lineman at Dunnellon. His one negative 
is a recording of 5.4 in the 40. 

GEORGIA 

Jeff Backus, 6-6, 270 from Duluth High in 
Norcross, is a three-year starter at offensive 
line. Backus found success playing both 
ways for Duluth, and earned a spot in the 
ACC area Sports Journal Top 25 in Georgia. 
Backus is strong, benching 340. Schools 
showing interest in Backus are North 
Carolina, North Carolina State, Penn State, 
Alabama and Georgia. 

John Barksdale, 6-5 and 235, is considered 
a great raw talent from Westside High in 
Augusta. Big and fast, Barksdale is clocked 
at 4.7 in the 40 and benches 370. 

Carleton Bexley is one of the state's top 
prospects this year. At 6-1 and 242, this 
linebacker has been a varsity standout since 
ninth grade. Running a 40 in 4.6, Bexley can 
run with most backs and will fit inside with 
his physical play or outside with his speed. 
Big, strong and fast, he is built like a world 
class weightlifter, benching 420 and squat- 
ting 755. A four-year starter, Bexley led 
Carrolton in tackles the past two seasons, 
and observers say he cannot be blocked one- 
on-one. 
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Felipe “Phil” Claybrooks is another of 
Georgia's quality athletes. At 6-5 and 230, 
Claybrooks is a tight end/defensive end 
prospect from Decatur. A three-year starter 
for Coach Freddie Jones, he is strong and 
aggressive, benching 250 and has been 
clocked at 4.8 in the 40. A solid athlete, 
Claybrooks is also a three-year starter for 
the Decatur basketball team. 

Chris Edwards is a 6-6, 215-pound offen- 
sive line/tight end prospect from 
Washington County High in Sandersville. 
Playing for Coach Rick Tomberlin, Edwards 
recorded 75 tackles, 49 assisted, along with 
12 receptions for 144 yards. Considered a 
top player by Superprep, Emfinger and 
Super 11 by the Atlantal Journal 
Constitution, Edwards plays for the same 
school that turned out current Auburn 
linebacker Takeo Spikes. Edwards also 
boasts a 3.8 GPA. 

Gerald “The Terminator” Harris is proba- 
bly Georgia's top linebacker prospect. At 6-4 
and 240, Harris runs a 4.65 in the 40 and 
benches 350. Harris is a four-year starter for 
Coach Greg McCrary and Tri-Cities High in 
East Point. From his middle linebacker posi- 
tion Harris recorded 95 tackles as a junior, 
and has 344 career tackles, 24 sacks, 16 
fumble recoveries and two interceptions. 


CATCH 
MORE 


Anthony Overstreet 


Harris is a Blue Chip Illustrated All-America 
selection. 

Paul Hogan, 6-3 and 240 from Valdosta, is 
a player high on Alabama. Playing long 
snapper and defensive end for famed Coach 
Nick Hyder, Hogan is a two-year starter who 
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also plays baseball. Hogan's list of honors in- 
cludes South Georgia Super 11 and Street & 
Smith Football 95 Prep Senior to Watch and 
all-region. He is also his school’s scholar-ath- 
lete winner. Hogan's favorite athletes are 
current Tide stars Shannon Brown and John 
Walters. His brother, Ben, played football at 
South Carolina. Schools interested in Hogan 
are Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina and 
Vanderbilt. 

Jonas Jennings, a teammate of Gerald 
Harris at Tri-Cities, is another of the versa- 
tile athletes in the class from Georgia. A 
good pulling guard, Jennings moves his 6-4, 
286-pound frame around well and can play 
several positions. Jennings is clocked at 4.85 
in the 40 and benches 340 pounds. 
Projected to play either offensive guard or 
defensive tackle/defensive end, Jennings is 
three-year starter who has a career grade of 
88 per cent. All-county, all-area and all-city, 
Jennings also plays on the basketball team 
and participates on the track team in the 
shot put and discus. 

Anthony Overstreet is a 6-3, 225 pound 
defensive end prospect from Atlanta 
Douglass High School. The all-city 
Defensive Player of the Year last season, 
Overstreet is a three-year starter for Coach 
Michael Sims. Overstreet is clocked at 4.8 in 
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Marcus Stroud 


the 40 and benches 315 pounds. Also a shot 
putter, Overstreet’s uncle is former Tide 
back Johnny Davis. 

Marshall Pressley is a 6-4, 260-pound of- 
fensive lineman from Atlanta Lakeside High 
School. A member of the ACC Area Sports 
Journal Top 25 in Georgia, Pressley also 
played defense, recording 50 tackles and 
four sacks as a junior. Pressley currently 
benches 280 but is said to be getting 
stronger, and has very good footwork and 
fundamentals. Georgia, Georgia Tech, FSU, 
Auburn and Alabama are on Pressley’s list. 

Marcus Stroud is a tight end/defensive end 
prospect from Brooks County High School 
in Quitman. At 6-6 and 254, Stroud moves 
well, running a 4.9 in the 40 and has good 
strength, benching 300. As a junior Stroud 
recorded 75 tackles and 11 sacks for the 12- 
3 state championship team. A member of 
several honor lists, including the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution Super 11 and the 
Florida Times-Union Super 11, Stroud also 
earned honorable mention all-state and all- 
region honors last season, Stroud is also a 
three-year starter on the basketball team, 
and is cousin to Georgia linebacker Randall 
Godfrey 

Ryan Sulkowski is a 6-3, 270-pound line 
prospect from Tift County High in Tifton. 
Skilled at both offensive tackle and defen- 
sive tackle, Ryan is a three-year starter who 
has a career grade of 8 per cent and 108 ca- 
reer knockdown blocks. Last season he 
recorded 38 unassisted tackles, 42 assisted 
tackles, six sacks and one fumble recovery. 
He belongs to several first teams, including 
all-region, all-area, pre-season all-state, pre- 
season all-region, Tift Area Elite 11 and the 
Albany Herald Dirty Dozen. He benches 300 
and also participates in the shot put and dis- 
cus on the track team and wrestles. 
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Shannon Wadley is a 6-3, 215-pound 
linebacker prospect from Swainsboro. 
Clocked at 4.6 in the 40, Wadley runs with 
most backs and can cover [rom sideline to 
sideline. He has the ability to cover well 
downfield and loves to hit, benching nearly 
300. 

LOUISIANA 
George Guidry is a 6-3, 235-pound 
defensive end and linebacker prospect from 
Washington-Marion High School in Lake 
Charles. One report ranked him as the num- 
ber two outside linebacker in the nation. He 
has been timed at 4.5 in the 40. He had 70 
tackles this year, including five quarterback 
sacks and 15 tackles for loss. He also played 
tailback and scored five times as he rushed 
50 times for 610 yards (12.2 yards per 
carry). He is also a good basketball player 
and finished third in the shot put and sixth 
in the discus in last spring's state track and 
field meet. He was in Alabama's football 
camp last summer. 
MISSISSIPPI 

Michael Bland is a 6-4, 245-pound line 
prospect from Murrah High School in 
Jackson. Versatile at defensive end and de- 
fensive tackle, Bland is expected to play cen- 
ter in college. Bland is clocked at 5.1 in the 
40 


Darius Brown is one of several prospects 
from Amory High. A 6-2, 274-pound defen- 
sive lineman, Brown is considerd the best 
defensive line prospect in the state. Clocked 
at 4.9 in the 40, Brown recorded 160 tackles 
in 1994, including 59 solos, 101 assists and 
13 for losses. He also has four sacks and 
three fumble recoveries. He is a member of 
the Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen, 
and also starts on the basketball team. Many 
SEC schools, including Alabama, are inter- 
ested in Brown, along with Clemson, 
Michigan, Pitt, FSU, Georgia Tech and Notre 
Dame. 

Another Amory player, defensive line 
prospect Terris Burns, also had himself quite 
a year last season. At 6-4 and 299, Burns 
recorded 116 tackles last season for Coach 
Bobby Hall, including 44 solos, 72 assists 
and 12 for losses. Burns also caused four 
fumbles and recovered two. He is a member 
of the Memphis Commercial-Appeal Top 100. 

Jamie “Prez” Carter is a 6-5, 275-pound 
line prospect from Neshoba Central High in 
Philadelphia. A four-year starter at tight end 
and defensive tackle, Carter has earned all- 
district honors the last three years. He 
recorded 83 tackles, 14 for losses, and nine 
sacks as a junior to build on his sophomore 
total of 100. Clocked at 4.8 in the 40, Carter 
benches 365 and is a strong pass rusher. 
Head Coach Terry Allen says Carter has 
good technique along with size, speed, 
quick hands and quick feet. Carter is also a 
three-year starter for the basketball team, 
and belongs to the Jackson Clarion-Ledger 
Dandy Dozen. Alabama, Clemson, FSU, 
Mississippi State and Penn State are in the 


Ryan Sulkowski 


running for Carter. 

Rufus French is an all-everything tight end 
prospect from Amory. A USA Today Super 25 
selection, French provides the total package 
of speed, quickness, hands and superb 
blocking. At 6-5 and 220, French runs a 4.7 
in the 40 and benches 305 pounds. French 
is a three-year starter for the 3A champion 
Panthers, and his numbers include 24 catch- 
es for 411 yards and seven touchdowns. 
Along with football, French is a rightfielder 
for the baseball team, and has a legitimate 
shot to play professionally, as he batted .374 
last season. FSU, Notre Dame, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Auburn, Georgia and both 
Mississippi schools are interested in French. 

Alcender Jackson is a 6-4, 320-pound of- 
fensive lineman from Moss Point. 
Considered one of the top offensive linemen 
in the South, Jackson's abilities include 
pulling quickly and pass blocking. A four- 
year starter, Jackson moves well for his size 
and has the tools for success at the higher 
level. He benches 335, squats 550 and was 
second team all-state as a junior. He made 
the Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen and 
Memphis Commercial-Appeal Mid-South Top 
100. 

Jason Marshall is a 6-3, 225-pound line 
prospect from Callaway High School in 
Jackson. A converted defensive lineman, 
Marshall is a versatile athlete. Marshall runs 
a 4.8 in the 40. 

Larry Mathis is a 6-3, 260-pound offensive 
line prospect from Taylorsville. A four-year 
starter, Mathis is interested in Ole Miss, 
Alabama, Arkansas and Vanderbilt. 

Kareem Mitchell is another versatile ath- 
lete from Moss Point. A 6-5, 220-pound 
linebacker or defensive lineman, Mitchell 
runs a 4.8 in the 40 and has recorded 232 
tackles, including 94 solos, nine fumble re- 


Bama, Inside The Crimson Tide/DECEMBER "95 


Ryan Aulds 


coveries and one caused interception, in two 
seasons. Rated highly in most recruiting pub- 
lications, Mitchell benches 290 and squats 
400. Notre Dame, Maryland, Penn State, 
Alabama, Clemson, Georgia Tech, USM Texas 
A&M and most SEC schools are interested in 
Mitchell. 

Darryl Owens is a 6-0, 215-pound lineback- 
er prospect from Provine High School in 
Jackson. A USA Today Super 25 pick, Owens 
is a pure tackler who made all-state and all- 
metro as a junior after recording 186 tackles, 
two interceptions, three blocked punts, four 
fumble recoveries and six sacks in 1994. 
Owens has the speed, agility and quickness 
to roam from sideline to sideline and can play 
inside or outside. He benches 325 and squats 
495, and wants to play in a 4-3 system. Every 
recruiting publication lists him highly, and he 
is sought after by most SEC schools, along 
with FSU, Notre Dame, Texas, Penn State, 
Miami and Texas AGM. 

Armegis Spearman is a 6-2, 230-pound in- 
side linebacker prospect from Bruce. 
Regarded as a monster on the field, Spearman 
is a four-year starter at linebacker and three- 
year starter at offensive guard. Another versa- 
tile athlete, he has also played fullback and 
plays baseball and basketball. Spearman 
benches 360, squats 525 and runs the 40 in 
4.6. He camped at Alabama, and also likes 
Ole Miss, Florida, Arkansas, Tennessee and 
Mississippi State. 

Robby Staten is a 6-1, 242-pound lineback- 
er prospect from Pearl. Often described as a 
one-man wrecking crew, Staten recorded 152 
tackles as a junior and earned all-metro hon- 
ors. Coach Bruce Merchant says Staten is the 
best player he’s seen in 23 years. Staten 
benches 440, runs the 40 in 4.6 and has a 
high threshold of pain and intensity. Alabama 
is said to be in the lead for Staten, followed 
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Richard Land 


by FSU, Notre Dame, Clemson and both 
Mississippi schools. 

James Washington is a 6-5, 285-pound line 
prospect from Murrah High in Jackson. 
Clocked at 5.4 in the 40, Washington has de- 
ceptive quickness. 

TENNESSEE 

Ryan Aulds is a 6-3, 265-pound tackle 
prospect from Lebanon High School. A three- 
year starter for Coach Bob Dillard, Aulds 
recorded 80 tackles with nine for losses as a 
junior. Aulds runs the 40 in 4.89 and benhes 
390. An all-state honorable mention, all-mid 
state and all-district player, Aulds is expected 
to play defensive line in college, although he 
has seen time at tackle on both sides of the 
ball. Alabama, Tennessee, Louisville, 
Memphis and Vanderbilt are leading the way 
with Aulds. 

Toby Champion is a 6-5, 285-pound defen- 
sive tackle prospect from Humboldt. 
Champion is a two-time all-region performer, 
All-West Tennessee and his team’s best offen- 
sive lineman. Champion is expected to be a 
standout player in college because he has 
good speed, size and quickness, grading 85 
per cent as a prep. Champion recorded 82 
tackles, eight sacks, three caused fumbles and 
four fumble recoveries last season. Clocked at 
4.9 in the 40, Champion benches 325 and is 
the state’s top offensive line prospect. 

Gary Childress is a 6-4, 250-pound 
defensive tackle from McGavock High in 
Nashville. Smart, tough and dedicated, this 
lineman can play either defensive tackle or 
center. He benches 305, squats 420 and is 
clocked at 4.7 in the 40. 

Daryl Hughes is a 6-4, 300-pound nose- 
guard also from McGavock High. Starting to 
become common knowledge in recruiting cir- 
cles, as a senior he has recorded 35 tackles, 
five sacks and caused one fumble in only four 


Courtney Leavitt 


games. Hughes is a very powerful and quick 
player who is also the state’s heavyweight 
wrestling champion. 

Richard Land is a 6-8, 320-pound offensive 
tackle from Brentwood Academy in 
Brentwood. A three-year starter for Coach 
Carlton Flatt, Land’s honors include all- 
metro, All-Mid State, all-state, SuperPrep All- 
America and Who's Who for High School 
Sports. Land expects to play left tackle in col- 
lege. 

Courtney Leavitt is a 6-1, 212-pound 
punter/placekicker who led his area in punt- 
ing with a 43.9 average. In his placekicking 
duties he connected on 13 of 21 field goals, 
eight of which were from 40 yards and 
longer. He consistently kicks the ball into the 
endzone on kickoffs, and recorded an 80 yard 
punt in a state championship game. Leavitt is 
on Prep Sports Recruiting’s Top 40 

Kevin Luttrell is another defensive tackle 
prospect from Brentwood Academy. All-coun- 
ty and all-state honorable mention as a ju- 
nior, Luttrell was also all-county in wrestling. 
He is a quick and aggressive lineman who can 
develop into an offensive tackle prospect as 
well. His ability defensively has recruiters in- 
terested. He benches 280, squats 465 and is 
clocked at 4.9 in the 40. 

Warren Moore is a prospect from the top 
program in Memphis, Whitehaven High. All- 
region, all-metro and all-state honoable men- 
tion as a junior, Moore had 73 tackles and 
seven sacks from his linebacker position. He 
is a three-year starter who is a big hitter. 

Antoine Wellington is a 6-1, 235-pound 
linebacker prospect from Trezevant High in 
Memphis. Clocked at 4.7 in the 40, 
Wellington was on his way to a great year 
until he sustained an ankle injury that ended 
his season, He benches 315 and squats 550, 
and is a good student. 
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A passion for 
printing. Your way. 


EBSCO Media exists totally to serve 
our customers. In a high speed world of 
automation, electronics, and deadlines, 
we remain a company obsessed with old 
fashioned service. Your budget, your 
deadline, your quality standards, your 
satisfaction, are our obsessions. We use 
the tools and techniques of the modern 
world to accomplish these things, never 
losing sight of our primary goal, pleasing 
you. 

Achieving that goal takes two 
important ingredients: it takes an 
incredibly well designed printing plant 
and it takes an incredibly well designed 
attitude on behalf of our employees. We 
have meticulously created and designed 
one of the most streamlined, productive 
printing plants in the nation, with plenty 
of room, plenty of light, and every 
timesaving system available. 

EBSCO personnel, from sales 
consultants to shipping clerks, participate 
in company profits. Our hands-on 
management policies, team-like 
approach, and employee incentives keep 
our people motivated to work for you. 
But underneath all that, they’re just 
special. They won't rush you off the 
phone or shuttle you to someone else. 
You’ll find they not only know the 
business technically, they care. 


! 1'V7 EBsco MEDIA 
801 Fifth Avenue South 
Birmingham, Alabama 35233 


(205) 323-1508 ns 
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1995-96 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Men’s Basketball 
Date Opponent Time 
93 Marathon Oil (Exh.) 74 
89 Croatia (Exh.) 85 
84 Winthrop 69 
Dec. 2 @ North Texas 1:30 
Dec. 6 Tennessee Tech 7330 
Dec. 16 Mercer 7:30 
Dec. 19 Florida A&M 7:30 
Dec. 21 Tulane 7:30 
Cessna Classic at Wichita, Kansas 

Dec. 28 St. Peters TBA 
Dec. 29 Bucknell or Wichita State TBA 
Jan. 3 Vanderbilt 7:30 
Jan. 6 @ LSU (SS) 7:00 
Jan. 10 Auburn 7:30 
Jan.13 @ Mississippi State (CBS) 3:00 
Jan. 17 Tennessee 7:30 
Jan. 20 @ South Carolina 6:30 
Jan. 23 Arkansas (ESPN) 8:30 
Jan. 27 @ Ole Miss 7:00 
Jan. 31 Florida 7:30 
Feb. 4 @ Syracuse (CBS) 12:00 
Feb. 6 @ Southern Miss 7:30 
Feb. 10 @ Georgia (JP) 1:00 
Feb. 14 @ Auburn 7:30 
Feb. 17 LSU (JP) 2:00 
Feb, 20 @ Kentucky (ESPN) 8:30 
Feb. 24 Mississippi State (JP) 2:00 
Feb. 28 @ Arkansas (JP) 7:00 
March 2 Ole Miss 7:30 
March 7- SEC Tournament 


March 10 @ New Orleans 


Times are central 


JP-Jefferson Pilot $S-SportsSouth 


Men's Swimming & Diving 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UDA Opp. 
118 Kentucky 120 
136 LSU 107 
Noy. Ll Florida 


ppd. 
Nov. 17-19 Nebraska Invitational @ Lincoln 


Dec. 1-3. Nike Cup @ Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Jan. 8 NC State & Florida State 2:00 

Jan. 13 NE Louisiana 11:00 

Jan. 27 @ Aubum TBA 

Feb. 7-10 SEC Championships @ Knoxville 

Feb. 23-25 Georgia Invitational @ Athens 

March 3-8 US Swimming Olympic Trials 
@ Indianapolis 

March 14- NCAA Zone Diving 

March 16 @TBA 

March 28- NCAA Championships 

March 30 @ Austin, Texas 


Times are central 
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Women’s Basketball 
Date Opponent Time 
Oy Australia (Exh.) 36 
84 Athletes In Action (Exh.) 80 

Sheraton Capstone Inn Classic 
87 Central Florida 58 
79 Maine 43 
Central Fidelity invitational @ Richmond, Va. 
Dec. 2 @ Richmond 1:00 
Dec. 3 Connecticut or North Carolina 
Dec. 6 Stephen FE Austin 5:00 
Garden Plaza Classic @ Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
Dec. 8 Jackson State 6:00 
Dec. 9 MTSU or Belmont TBA 
Dec. 17 Georgia (SS) 6:00 
Dec. 18 Bethune-Cookman 7:00 

Howard Bank Classic @ Burlington, Ver. 

Dec. 21 UNC-Greensboro 5:00 
Dec. 22 Vermont or San Diego TBA 


Junkanoo Shootout @ Nassau, Bahamas 


Dec. 28 Oklahoma 6:00 
Dec. 29 Western Kentucky 
or Virginia CommonwealthTBA 

Jan. 4 @ Arkansas 7:00 
Jan. 7 @ Ole Miss (SS) 2:30 
Jan. 13 Mississippi State 7:00 
Jan. 16 @ Northwestern State 7:00 
Jan. 20 Kentucky 7:00 
Jan, 24 Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 27 @ Tennessee (SS) 1:00 
Jan. 31 Alabama State 5:00 
Feb. 3 LSU 7:00 
Feb. 13 @ Auburn 7:00 
Feb. 17 Florida 7:00 
Feb. 19 @ Vanderbilt (ESPN) 12:30 
Feb. 22 @ South Carolina 6:00 
March l- SEC Tournament 

March4 @ Chattanooga 

Times are central 

SS-SportsSouth 

Women’s Swimming & Diving 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UA Opp. 
114 Kentucky 129 
153 LSU 89 
Noy. 11 Florida 


ppd. 
Nov. 17-19 Nebraska Invitational @ Lincoln 


Dec. 1-3 Nike Cup @ Chapel Hill, N.C. 

Jan. 8 NC State & Florida State 2:00 

Jan. 27 @ Auburn TBA 

Jan. 27 Michigan @ Aubum TBA 

Feb. 7-10 | SEC Championships @ Knoxville 

Feb. 23-25 Georgia Invitational @ Athens 

March 3-8 US Swimming Olympic Trials 
@ Indianapolis 

March 14- NCAA Zone Diving 

March16 @TBA 

March 21- NCAA Championships 

March 23. @Ann Arbor, Michigan 


Times are central 


Gymnastics 
Date Opponent Time 
Jan. 6 Meet The Team (Exh.)  —_7:30 
Jan. 13 @ Aubum 8:00 
Jan. 19 Penn State 7:30 
Jan. 19 Nebraska 7:30 
Jan. 27 Florida 7:30 
Feb. 2 @ Georgia 6:00 
Feb. 10 @ Kentucky 6:00 
Feb. 16 Massachusetts 7:30 
Feb. 23 @ LSU 7:30 
March 1 Georgia 7:30 
March 10 Corvette Cup @ Columbia, Mo. 
March 16 Auburn 7:30 
March 29 SEC Championships 

@ Lexington 
Aprill3 NCAA Regionals 

@ Baton Rouge 
April 25- | NCAA Championships 
April27  @ Tuscaloosa 


Times are central 


Men's Indoor Track 


Date Event 

Jan. 20 Arkansas State Invitational 
@ Jonesboro, Ark. 

Jan. 27 LSU Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge 

Feb. 3 Wildcat Classic 
@ Lexington 

Feb. 11 Barnett Bank Inviotational 


@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb, 24-25 SEC Championships 


@ Lexington 

Feb. 29 Florida Fast Times 
@ Gainesville 

March 1-2 USATF Championships 
@ Ailanta 

March 8-9 NCAA Championships 


@ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Women's Indoor Track 
Date Event 


Jan. 20 Arkansas State Invitational 
@ Jonesboro, Ark. 


Jan. 27 LSU Invitational 
@ Baton Rouge 
Feb, 3 Wildcat Classic 
@ Lexington 
Feb. 11 Barett Bank Inviotational 


@ Gainesville, Fla. 
Feb. 24-25 SEC Championships 
@ Lexington 
Florida Fast Times 
@ Gainesville 
USATF Championships 
@ Atlanta 
NCAA Championships 
@ Indianapolis, Ind. 


Feb, 29 
March 1-2 
March 8-9 
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’s 1995 Football Opponents’ Results 
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Real Coolers For Real Fans| 


qOutdoorGear ‘TAILGATING IN STYLE 
COOLERS 


EFFECTIVE: So effective they will 
keep ice up to 48 hours and never 
leak! 


EXTERIOR: 600 Denier, vinyl lami- 
nated Tuf-Duc. Rugged enough to 
withstand punishment, yet attrac- 
tive. 


INTERIOR: 11 0z. reinforced vinyl. 
Heat sealed to prevent leaks. 
(Guaranteed not to leak or you 
money back.) 


SHOULDER STRAP is standard 
equipment on all our coolers. 


INSULATION: 3/4-thick open-cell 
insulation enables our coolers to 
keep cold things cold or hot things 
hot for longer periods of time. 


VERSATILITY: Our coolers can 
also be used as camera bags, storage = ao 
bags, lunch bags or travel bags. TAT [es 


ALL LOGOS are embroidered. 


HOLIDAY SALE 


6-Pack ONLY 
Sse. $24.95 
12-Pack ONLY 


335995 $29.95 


24-Pack ONLY 
595 $39.95 


48-Pack ONLY 


36955 $59.95 


40 Schools Available wcxe 
Camo * Nascar Drivers rex: 4 


Call 1-800-809-6105 or 
1-800-566-5722 


Le Wf 
NUMBER ONE 
y ‘ 
VY TO 
*“RPOLLOW,- 
vA 
/ j 
/ jf Ix THE 
hk iy 
y 2.7 
Ay CRIMSON 


m.. | Bama Magazine has 

“uc | been giving Alabama 
fans therinside story 
orvall aspects of 

; Crimson Tide Footb 

®& F since 1979. Our 


a. hs "| readers get the fa¢ts 
: Dl iii | 7 {and figures, but Also 
ee get the story behind 


‘ 4 


y, iti PLEASE SEND ME ONE YEAR | 
Vy tradition. And for the best and most accurate Ze ioe ISSUES) @F ‘GRIN FOR 
ff recruiting information; nothing compares. ~ eV 3 ONLY $35.00 


A subscription brings you" 1@ full-color 
magazines and 14 newsletters 
mailed first class. We ) 


Total amount enclosed $ for _____ subscriptions. Alabama residents 
add $2.00 sales tax each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


Make checks payable to: ‘Bama Magazine 
P.O. Box 6104 


don’t stop with football Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 
season, either. Keep up Payment Enclosed____ Mastercard __ 
with all Alabama sports, 


, ; Bank Card# 
August through May.’ 
Great gift idea, to! oe at 


To: (Name) 


(Address) 


(City) 


7 


INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE i } 


4-800-713-2261 ae 


|i ~/~_ a] 


